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    Oncology




    





    Our scientists and oncologists strive to give patients improved treatment outcomes and a life beyond cancer by developing therapies that elevate the standards of care.
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        People have dedicated their lives to finding a cure."
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                    CLL patient

                

            

    


  



    





        

    

        

    



    



    
        
            
    
        
        
        
            





        

    
        
        
        
            




    
    
    

    
    
    
    
        
        

    Building on expertise to tackle the toughest cancers




    





    Our scientific research has led to critical discoveries in the treatment of blood cancer. Now we’re expanding our knowledge to help treat solid tumors, which represent more than 90% of cancers that affect people.



We leverage our deep understanding of human biology and cutting-edge research technologies to find new ways to improve the lives of people with cancer.





    





    






    Research interests




    





    We focus on creating targeted medicines that either impede the reproduction of cancer cells or enable their death. We achieve this through immuno-oncology approaches, tumor antigen targeting, and taking advantage of specific tumor dependencies. Our research interests include:

	Identifying and targeting mechanisms that allow tumor cells to proliferate and survive, including under-explored forms of regulated cell death, such as necroptosis and ferroptosis




	Investigating how to re-energize T cells so that they can retain their fitness and continue to destroy tumor cells




	Advancing the use of Antibody Drug Conjugates (ADCs) to target and deliver potent toxins and targeted agents directly to cancer cells




	Creating new technologies to improve the efficacy of bispecific biologics in treating both solid tumors and blood cancers, enabling the development of therapies with highly targeted potential




	Innovating in the field of targeted protein degradation by designing protein degraders that bind to a protein of interest and trigger its proteasomal degradation




	Developing CAR-T cell therapies that attack cancers with healthy donor immune cells engineered to target and kill tumor cells while being resistant to host immune system rejection
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        Then and now: A renaissance in blood cancer treatment

        See how scientists have nearly doubled some survival rates, and why we’re not done yet.
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        Breaking the rules of science to treat cancer

        How AbbVie researchers toppled widely held scientific beliefs to create new possibilities for patients.
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        Inside the biology of aging: How do scientists tackle a planet-wide diagnosis?

        See how the AbbVie-Calico Life Sciences collaboration turns the traditional partnership upside down to tackle age-related diseases.
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        Discovery Files: A Vision for Blood Cancer Patients

        In this episode, veteran chemist Andy Souers rewinds to the “eureka” moment behind a cancer discovery and the 20-year journey to becoming a medicine. 
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    Oncology focus areas




    





    We are focusing on finding answers that transform the way cancer is treated. We want to find better, longer-lasting results across blood cancers and solid tumors. Our culture of curiosity drives us to uncover new solutions.





    





    






    Blood cancers




    





    Blood cancer is a disease that impacts blood forming tissues (such as bones marrow) and inhibits the body's ability to fight off infection. Leukemia, lymphoma, and myeloma are the most common forms of blood cancer that are seen in patients.
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         Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML) 
         
      

      

    AML is one of the most aggressive and difficult-to-treat blood cancers with a very low survival rate, and few treatment options for patients who are not eligible to receive intensive chemotherapy.





    





   


      
         
         Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL) 
         
      

      

    ALL occurs when too many early or immature forms of lymphocytes, a type of white blood cell, are made by the bone marrow. It is the most common type of cancer in children.





    





   


      
         
         Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia (CLL) 
         
      

      

    CLL is a slow-growing type of blood cancer in which the bone marrow makes too many lymphocytes, a type of white blood cell.





    





   


      
         
         Diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL) 
         
      

      

    DLBCL is the most common type of non-Hodgkin lymphoma (NHL) in the U.S. and worldwide. The occurrence of DLBCL generally increases with age, with most patients diagnosed over 60.





    





   


      
         
         Mantle Cell Lymphoma (MCL) 
         
      

      

    MCL is typically an aggressive form of NHL that arises from cells originating in the outer edge of the lymph nodes called the mantle zone. In the U.S., MCL accounts for approximately six percent of all NHL cases.





    





   


      
         
         Multiple Myeloma (MM) 
         
      

      

    MM is a cancer of plasma cells, often categorized by recurring cycles of relapse and remission. It is the second most common blood cancer.





    





   


      
         
         Myelodysplastic Syndromes (MDS) 
         
      

      

    MDS are a group of blood disorders characterized by abnormal development of blood cells within the bone marrow. These disorders are considered a type of cancer.





    





   


      
         
         Myelofibrosis (MF) 
         
      

      

    MF is a rare disorder in which abnormal blood cells and fibrous tissue build up in the bone marrow.





    





   


   






    






    Solid tumors




    





    Common solid tumor types include sarcomas and carcinomas. Oftentimes, these are treated with surgery. We are working to create new treatments for these diseases that can develop anywhere, including the bones, muscles, and organs.





    




        
    






    






    
    
    
    
        
        
  
    
        
    

    
        
            
        

        
            
        

    

    

    

    
        The advances in technology and understanding that have occurred over the last decade really have enabled us to think about disease differently. It’s more than keeping pace with the trends, it’s being bold and taking risks to progress science.

        
            
                
                
                
        Chris Tse, Ph.D.

                    Executive Director, Oncology, Discovery Research, AbbVie
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